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I.—Forzrer Porrrtes. 


The Paridarshak, of the 13th August, says that the recent settle- 
che abil ment of the Afghan boundary question has 
The Afghan bo 7 _- brought Russia within 18 miles of Herat, and 
Russia will take but a trice of time to occupy this small strip of soil and 
appear before the gates of Cabul. England would therefore do well to 
ake timely precaution. England has always made it a point and struggled 
hard to prevent Herat from falling into the hands of Russia, and Russia is 
sow at the gate of Herat. This is to the shame of England. 

9 The Sahachar, of the 17th August, thinks that it will tex 
the Amir’s best energies to put down the 
rebellion in Afghanistan. Notwithstanding 
the Pioneer newspaper's statement to the contrary, the rebellion in that 
country is fast spreading. Jt has already tainted the ranks of the Amir’s 
own soldiers. The difficulties of the situation have been increased by the 
character of the Afghan people who are more or less skilled in the use of 
arms. The prospect before the Amir is not very bright. But whatever fate 
nay bein store for Abdur Rahman, Englishmen have no reason to be anxious 
about it. ‘The question of Rugsian intrigue in Afghanistan is enveloped 
in mystery. But if Englishmen do not interfere in the troubles in that 
country, there will be no fear of Russian complications there. Lord Dafferin 
should act cautiously and lend no hearing to the warlike counsels of his 
bad councillors; and there will be no end of troubles if His Excellency 
listens to the bloody counsels of Anglo-Indian editors. 


8. The Prajé Bandhu, of the 19th August, thinks that the settlement 
of the Afghan boundary question is not des- 


Troubles in Afghanistan. 


The settlement of the Afghan boun- 


ser euetin tined to be of a lasting nature. Russia will not 
remain satisfied with her present possessions : 
and who shall say what will happen whea Abdur Rahman has ceased to 


be the Amir of Afghanistan? It is almost certain that Russia is at the 
bottom of the Ghilzai rebellion, and Russia may evolve further complications 
out of that rebellion. She will purposely keep quiet for a few years; but she 
will not keep quiet if England tries to increase or strengthen her power in 
Afghanistan by constructing railways in that country. Russian policy is 
esentially aggressive in character, and it is not to be believed that that policy 
will assume a different complexion in the present instance. Russia is now 
anxious to obtain information regarding the internal condition of India, and 
this means that she entertains designs against the British Indian Empire. To 
prevent India from falling into the clutches of Russia, the Government of 
India should conduct itself with some degree of firmness and vigour. But 
it must not be firmness and vigour of the kind which the Amir is displaying 
in Afghanistan, and of which the Ghilzai rebellion is the upshot. It should 
¢ firmness and vigour of the kind which the Government in this country 
4s recently displayed in its punishment of Messrs. Beames and Luson. 


4. The Navavibhdtar Sdédhdrant, of the 220d August, says that the 
Troubles in Afghanistan situation of Abdur Rahman is so beset with 
’ AS danger that it will be very difficult for him 
” get out of it. It is certain that Afghanistan will become a scene of 
many and confusion if the ruling power in that country passes out of the 
ands of Abdur Rahman. It will not be in the power either of England 
i of Russia to establish order in Afghanistan, and if either of them en- 
pe to secure political ascendency for itself in that country, the other 
ord take offence. There is only one man who may be able to, establish 
a - Afghanistan, namely Ayub Khan. Ayub enjoys a reputation for 
hi “ur athong his countrymen, who may, therefore, of their own accord, place 
" 00 the throne if he makes his appearance among them. But he will 
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not be able to establish his ascendency if his countrymen find any reason ¢, 
suspect or to believe that he is a protege either of England or of Russia. 


II.—Home ADMINISTRATION. 
(a) —P 0 lice . 


5. The Sdr Sudhdnidhi, of the 15th August, says that the pro 

of the Commissioner of the Calcutta Police 
to set up signboards warning people wher 
mock auctions are held will do no good, as the lower police officers, who 
will be entrusted with the putting up of these signboards, will conniye 
at these mock auctions. It is recommended that a deposit should be required 
of those who take licenses for holding auctions, and persons found guilty 
of holding mock auctions should be sent up for trial. 

6. The Surabhi and Patdkd, of the 18th August, in discussing the 

Desintto tn the Betien Dervies question why so few Bengalis enter the police 
service, observes as follows :— 

It may be argued that Bengalis are unwilling to enter the Police 
service because they are physically weak. But this is not true. Low clas 
Bengalis, such as the ryots in the mofussil, are both hardy and hard-working; 
and they, at any rate, could become police constables. But, as a matter 
of fact, they do not. There is also no denying the fact that middle class 
Bengalis are a very industrious set of people, and yet they do not 
take to Police service. So it seems that the cause of the very small 
number of Bengalis to be found in the Police service must be found in the 
defective organization of the Police service itself. It is commonly stated 
that 90 out of 100 thieves in the country are policemen, who are also 
reported to be a most unscrupulous set of people, who look upon lying, 
the getting up of false cases, and such like practices, as coming within the 
category of their ordinary duties. Such reports have much to do in the way 
of deterring Bengalis from entering the Police service. Bengalis may be 
good men or bad, but they are certainly not an oppressive people. 80 
long as there will be no reform in the lower ranks of the Police service, 80 
long will that service be looked upon with disfavour by Bengalis. 

7. The Bangabdst, of the 20th August, says that — are few 

a la countries in the world where police oppres 
— sion Is allowed to continue as it Ses in India. 
In Ireland a single case of police oppression of this kind leads to blood- 
shed, But India is not Ireland, and so police oppression is daily increas- 
ing in this country. That there is peace and order still in India is because 
Indians are an exceptionally peaceful people. The police here rather 
breaks the peace instead of maintaining it. The police in India possesses 
unlimited power. It possesses as its weapons the provisions of the oruel 
criminal law written in characters of blood. The executive officers ar 
the chief supporters and patrons of the police, and Government is its foster 
father. From the Inspector-General of Police down to the village chowk'- 
dar every police officer is an object of terror to the poor peace-loving Indiao. 
It is true that British rule has removed from this country, in a great measure, 
the fear of docoits; but it has replaced that fear with the fear of the police 
But such police oppression is unknown in the British Isles, And why! 
Because the British Isles are the Englishman’s own country, and India . 
a conquered country. Englishmen do not trust the people of India, 
so they endeavour to override: them by giving the police unlimited powe™ 
It is true that the Government has made laws for keeping the . 
check. The Magistrates and the Deputy Magistrates, have been emp wered 
to keep the police in check. But Magistrates and Deputy Magistrates 


Mock auctions. 
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of checking the police give it undue indulgence. Despotic 
marr and their Deputies make police officers their - teskiuinente. in 
ommitting oppression an highhanded acts. They seldom punish the police 
ghen the police 18 guilty of lawlessness. The police is often found to 
commit oppressions under the protection of such Magistrates. The 
Mogistrates possess both J udicial and executive functions, and that is why 
they are fond of protecting the police. The district of Mymensingh 
has become the theatre of this sort of oppression. Baboo Gourie Sunkar 
Biswas, Deputy Magistrate of Nowgaon, Baboo Shama Charan Das of 
Jamalpore, Maulavi Fozlol Karim of Netrokona, and Baboo Sashi Sekhur 
Dutt of Tangail, may be mentioned in this connection. The hands of such 
tyrants as these are strengthened by Act V of 1861. The object of that 
Act is not bad, but in unworthy hands its working is attended with great 
vil. The Act distinctly lays down that, ‘“‘ when it shall appear that any 
unlawful assembly or riot or disturbance of the peace has taken place, or 
may reasonably be apprehended, and that the police force ordinarily employed 
for preserving the peace 1s not sufficient for its preservation and for the pro- 
tection of the inhabitants and the security of property in the place where 
such unlawful assembly, or ryot, or disturbance of the place has occurred, 
or is apprehended, it shall be lawful for any police officer, not below the 
rank of Inspector, to apply to the nearest Magistrate to appoint so many of 


the residents of the neighbourhood as such police officer may require to 


act as special police officers for such time, and within such limits, as he shall 
deem necessary, and the Magistrate to whom such application is made 
shall, unless he sees cause to the contrary, comply with the application.” 

The meaning of this provision is quite clear. The object is to provide 
for exceptional cases or grave emergencies. But wicked Magistrates make 
a wicked use of this provision. The Magistrate of Nuddea appointed the 
principal officers of Baboo Nuffer Chundra Pal Chowdhry as special con- 
stables in order to satisfy his grudge against the Baboo. ‘The Magistrate of 
Cuttack appointed the officers of the Dowager Maharani of Burdwan as 
special constables in order to injure the Maharani. Baboo Sashi Sekhar, 
Sub-divisional Officer of Tangail, has been accused before tlie High Court 
of appointing the officers of Janhavi Chowdharini as special constables in 
oder to satisfy a grudge. Both Covenanted and Uncovenanted Magis- 
trates are in fact found to do incalculable mischief under cover of this Act. 
But there seems to be no remedy for all this. Judicial criticism and censure 
have no effect upon officers of a despotic type. Such officers require to be 
substantially punished with degradation or dismissal. Attempts should be 
made to put a stop to the highhanded proceedings of such executive officers. 


And an attempt of this kind during the administration of Sir Steuart Bayley 
8 hkely to be successful. ie 


8. The Samvdd Prabhdker, of the 20th August, contradicts the,,,,,, aia! 
Enpleyment of Bengalis in the Cak- Statement contained in the annual report of august 20th, 1887. 
C olice, 


the Calcutta Police that Bengalis are unable 
work hard, and are on that account unwilling to enter the Calcutta 
bice service. The fact is that the pay of a Calcutta Police constuble is 
© small that even a Bengali of the lowest class cannot maintain his family 
_ it. Up-countrymen are in the habit of living on scanty food, dnd they 
“ow themselves only one meal a day, and so such pay as a constable gets 
, alcutta is enough for them. But Bengalis cannot live such a niggardly 
a and a constable’s small pay is therefore no attraction to them. Many 
ee Bengalis are willing to enter the Calcutta Police if only the 
ve 8 pay is increased. Bengalis have a decided superiority over up- 
mymen in the matter of detecting thieves. 
9. The Dacca Gazette, of the 22nd August, complains of the high- 
The Dacea Police handed proceedings of the local police. It is 
| stated that the police severely beat an innocent 
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student of the Juggurnath College with a baton on the day of the J an 
tami procession.' The boy bled profusely. But who that has seen the va 
of the notorious Dacca student's case shall dare to say anything jp thi 
matter ? 

10. The Dainik and ee grt of the 23rd Au reports 

A. dacoity near Amta in the district 9 daring dacoity committed in the 

of Howrah. — of one Jadu Nath Marik, in the rian 
Bhandargachha, near Amta, in the district of Howrah. The daccit, 
some 40 or 50 in number, came with burning torches in their hands anj 
yelling most hideously, and were able to carry off a large booty. Wa 
the police asleep at the time? 

11. A correspondent of the Dainth and Samdchdr Chandrikd, of the 


) 24th August, complains of th 
Theft at N the 24-Pergun- s P 6 preval 
— : theft at Napara, a village in the. 24-Perpun, 
pahs district. The chowkidars do not regularly perform their duty at 


night. The authorities are requested to keep a constable in the village 
for some months. 


(6)— Working of the Courts. 


12. The Bhdrathdsé of the 13th August asks, how a man so ignorant 


Mr. Macleod, Deputy Commissioner Of the criminal law as Mr. Macleod has been 
appointed Deputy Commissioner. Deputy 
Commissioners are empowered to pass sentences of imprisonment for terms 
not exceeding seven years. Is it right to entrust such an ignorant man 
with such important powers? Such things bring discredit on the Gov- | 
ernment. 
13. The same paper disapproves of the way in which Baboo Sashi 
The Depnty Magistrate of Tangail, SeKhur Dutt, Sub-divisional Officer of Tangail, 
in Mymensign. in Mymensingh has of late been conducting 
himself. Government is requested to enquire into the Baboo’s highhanded 
proceedings. Ifthe charges preferred against him be true, he should be 
severely punished. 
14. The Urdu Guide, of the 18th August, referring to the charges 


of partiality towards his co-religionists brought 
vighcmdweueces by the Zndian Daily News against Mr. Amr 
Hossein for his having passed a sentence of only six months’ imprisonment 
upon three Mussulmans, two of whom had stolen an Englishman’s watch 
and chain and the third furniture worth about Rs. 2,101, points out that 
Mr. Reily has sentenced a European of the name of William Frin, who 
had stolen 14 hats, to pay a fine of only Rs. 10, or in default t 
undergo two weeks’ imprisonment, and another European, named H. Bollio, 
who had stolen jewellery worth Res. 1,94,500 to only six months’ imprisot- 
ment. This ovght to show on which side partiality lies. 
15. The Samaya, of the 19th August, referring to the case of Mr. 
See Vancott, of Serajganj, says that the Depu'y 
Magistrate who sent up that case 10 tne 
Sessions has disbelieved the evidence of the ‘hallasts because they are met 
of the same nationality and religious faith asthe deceased. But ifit be rigat 
to disbelieve evidence on such a ground as this, how has the Deputy Magis: 
trate believed the evidence of persons of the same religious persussio 
and nationality as the accused ? And is it so very impossible after all that 
these men should tell lies in order to save Mr. Vancott’s life? 4s ™ 
whether Mr. Vancott killed the khallasi by kicking him dowa, the khalloss 
say that he used his leg and not his hand in dealing blows © the 
deceased man. Now, as it is clear that the man met with his death at 
Mr. Vancott’s hand, the khallasis were apparently under no necessity © 


misstate facts with a view of giving a complexion of seriousness ” 


ae 


( 888 ) 


Mr. Gaven says that the 4hallast was hit only in hisface. But the 

+ ialet between blows on the face and a rupture of the spleen is not 

a clear or logical. There can be no doubt that Magistrates like Mr. 

Borne area disgrace to the bench, But Mr. Gaven has gone further 

than he sbould have done. According to him, Mr. Vancott is not guilty of 

murder. He has therefore committed Mr. Vancott under section 304 of the 
Indian Penal Code. 


16. The Sanjivant, of the 20th August, is not satisfied with the 
degradation of the Deputy 
Naogan from the 5th to the 6th grade for the 
period of one year. The punishment is extremely inadequate to the offence 
committed by the Deputy Magistrate. Nothing short of dismissal or im- 
isonment would have met the requirements of the case. If Government 
wants to put down highhandedness on the part of Deputy Magistrates, it 


should adopt severer measures in regard to them, or highhandedness on 
their part will go.on increasing. 


17. Referring to the decision passed by the Allahabad High Court 
in the case of alleged looting of a shop belong- 


ing to one Baboolal at Agra by certain Eng- 
lish soldiers, and the assault committed by them on Baboolal, the shop-keeper, 


the same paper asks, will the assault committed by the soldiers on Babu- 
lal in the presence of the Kotwal go unpunished ? But it is perhaps use- 
less to dwell on such things as these. Justice must be administered in this 
style in cases in which Europeans appear as defendants. 


18. The Daintk and Samdchdr Chandrikd, of the 22nd August, 
— referring to the Court of Enquiry into the loss 
Ment into the loss of the of the Mahratta, observes as fullows :—In 
assing their decision in this matter, the 

Court chiefly relied on the widiaia of two pilots who were the only experts 
whose evidence was taken in the matter. The Court says that no one 
came forward to give evidence. But did Government invite others to give 
evidence before the Court? Why were not the men who would have 
been best for the purpose summoned by the Court ? Why were not some 
ofthe passengers called in to give evidence? Throughout this business 
Government has behaved most perfunctorily. The pilot of the lost ship has 
been held responsible for the disaster which befell it, but an attempt has 
been made to extenuate his fault by making a reference to the force of 
the current in the river. But a pilot is expected to know very minutely the 
difficulties of his route, and so it is no extenuation of the pilot’s fault in this 
lustance to say that the current was very strong. Again, no attempt has 
been made to ascertain the correct number ot passengers on board the 
Mahratta, and the Court can only guess the loss of life caused by the strand- 
ing of the vessel. But the Court was a Court of Enquiry ; it was its duty to 
ind out the whole truth, and yet in the very important matter of the loss of 
le occasioned by the sinking of the vessel, it has nothing better than 
puesses and surmises to offer. The inquiry into the loss of the Sir John 
Lawrence is still going on, but the inquiry into the loss of the Mahraitia is 
Yet in two days. The whole thing shows that Government had no mind 


arrive at the real facts of the case, and the inquiry has therefore been 
only a farce. - 


19. The Som Prakdsh, of the 22nd Au 


The Deputy Magistrate of Naogan. 


The case of Baboolal of Agra. 


gust, has learnt that the Second 


The Seco Munsif of Tumlook does the business of his 
" Abs wheres: court in an arbitrary style. In performin 
. e 


Gi inflicts hardship upon suitors in the name of the law, an 
concerned @ of cases he does not look to the interest of the parties 
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(d)— Education. 


90. The Bhdratbdst, of the 13th August, makes the following remark, 
on the 1 ba = forward by 
The educational scheme of Messrs. Messrs, Eliot and Pedler :-—In order to m 
i cma their scheme a success, Messrs. Eliot in 
Pedler have proposed the establishment of a grand laboratory. Thos 
who will appear at the M. A. Examination in Chemistry or Physics, or o 
any other special examination, will resort to the laboratory and make 
practical experiments in those subjects. But a systematic study of science 
requires more time than what Indian youths, whose chief object in gettin 
themselves educated is to fit themselves to earn their livelihood, would be 
able to devote to it. It may therefore be doubted whether the establishmen 
of a large laboratory would be attended with the anticipated results, § 
the idea of the laboratory may be allowed to be carried out if it can be 
carried out very economically and without affecting education of other 
kinds. In the present financial state of the country, however, an educa 
tional experiment of the kind proposed by Messrs. Eliot and Pedler must 
involve curtailment of educational expenditure in other and very useful 
directions. The proposed scheme should therefore be carried out only if 
some millionaires, Maliarajahs or Rajahs, come forward with liberal dona- 
tions in its behalf. 

21. Referring to the constitution of the Bethune School Committee, 
the same paper says that persons other than 
Judges of the High Court should be appointed 
to that Committee. The Committee requires reform. A larger number 
of non-official members should be added to it. The number of Hindu 
members should also be increased. | 

22. The Charuvdrid, of the 15th August, says that, as the Entrance 
Examination of the Calcutta University will 
be held one month earlier this year, it would 
be well to omit a portion of the English text-book. The authorities are 
requested to attend to the matter. 

23. The Garth and Mahdvidyd, of the 16th August, complains of the 

| , repeated alterations made in the list of text- 
ree inthe Eastern books for the Eastern Bengal Circle. The 


The Bethune School Committee. 


The Calcutta University. 


studies of the boys have been greatly in- 


terrupted in consequence, parents have had to buy books which will not be 
needed, and some authors have gained at the expense of others. Its 
hoped that such irregularities will not recur in future. 
24. The Hindu Ranjiké, of the 17th August, regrets the transfer 
Mr. P. Brahl, of Mr. P. Bruhl, Professor of Physica 
Science in the Rajshahye College. He 
was loved by the people of Rajshahye for his simple and amiable 
manners. He had the welfare of the Rajshahye College at heart, aud 
he tried his best to improve the science teaching in that College 
His pupils will never forget his kind treatment, and he will after all be 
very much missed in Rajshahye. | 
25. The Samaya, of ie Leh August, quotes an article be -s 
The Calcutta : engali magazine entitled the Bharaé 10F | 
ee ee month of Bases The writer of the articl 
approves of the proposal of Government to open a purely Bengali Departme 
in the Calcutta Bethune School, and regrets that many native gentleme 
would be unwilling to send their girls to the Bengali Department. They 
evidently attach greater importance to English than to Bengali. - Engle! 
education is no doubt good for Bengali girls; but if Bengali-girls o# ‘ 
within the few years they can read at school read much of English, ® 


-— oa. we a Pn Sa en eS eee 
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not better that they should acquire a sounder knowledge of Bengal 
by devoting all the time at their. disposal to its study? What is the 
ood of giving Bengali girls Hoglish education at all, if that education must 
." necessity be very superficial in character? If native gentlemen desire 
to secure the advantages of a really good education for their girls, let them 
at once intimate their approval of the proposal of Government in regard to 
the Bethune Female School. 
96. The Bangabdst, of the 20th August, says that, by again selecting 
| Pundit Nyayaratna’s Prabeshika for the En- 
The Sanskrit text-book for the trance Examination, the University authorities 
en have proved their unfitness for the responsible 
work which has been entrusted to them. The public have lost all confidence 
‘a the Prabeshika, and excellent books are not wanting totake its place. 
There are, for instance, Vidyasagar’s Aawpatha, Babu Nilmani Mukharji’s 
Sahitya parichaya, &c. 7 
i iin i he 27. The Sanjtvant, of the 20th August, 
fag —s has the following about the students of the 
Engineering College at Seebpore :— 


BANGABAS]I, 
August 20th, 1887. 


SANJIVANI, 
August 20th, 1887. 


A fair-looking boy having been admitted into the first-year class of ~ 


the College, some of the wicked students of the College began to annoy 
him. At last, one day when the boy was asleep, some of these students 
went into his room and aimed a blow at his side with a knife. The knife, 
however, missed its aim and pierced one of the arms of the boy. The 
matter was brought to the notice of the Principal of the College, 
Mr. Downing. The Principal, instead. of exerting himself to discover the 
culprits, asked the boys themselves to find out the offenders and instituted 
no enquiry into the matter. The wretches would surely have been detected 
if the Principal had himself made an enquiry. 

On Saturday last the students acted within the College compounds a 
grossly obscene farce, a-farce much more obscene than some of those 
acted on the stage of the Bengal Theatre. If the Principal and 
members of the Boarding Committee do not take steps to put down this 
state of things among the ‘boy students, the College will be practically 
closed against boys of respectable parentage and good character. The 
farce played by the students is directed against three or four female students 
studying botany at the Botanical Gardens. The Principal of the College 
should institute enquiry into these things and bring the offenders to justice. 
The manager of the boarding establishment should also be asked why 
he allowed the students to act such an obscene farce, and whether he has 
brought the fact to the notice of the Principal. If he cannot give satisfac- 
lory answers to these inquiries, it will not be wrong to assume that he was 
himself mixed up in the matter. 

28. The Dainsk and Samdchdr Chandrikd, of the 21st August, refer- 
. es ving to the adoption by the Calcutta Uni- 
Calcutta at ee, in Sanskrit, versity of the Pravesika of Pundit Mohesh 

Chandra Nyayaratna as the Sanskrit text-book 

for the Entrance Examination in 1888, says that by doing this the University 
4%’ brought an odium on itself. The very fact that a book so full of errors 

8 been again adopted shows that the members of the Board of Studies in 

auskrit do their duty most indifferently. Few among them have the 

wurage to state their real opinions, and even Baboo Krisnakamal Bhatta- 
y arya, once so famous for independence of character, has stooped to 
“nour influential men in the Syndicate; and when such a man falls off, 

Sar Se really becomes serious. The members of the Board of Stadies in 
a Tit are most irregular in their attendance, and seem to entertain a 

*‘ Imperfect conception of the responsibilities attaching to their office. 


DaInik & SAMACHAR 
CHANDRIKA, 


August 21st, 1887. 


Darniz & SamaCcHaR 
ANDRIKA, 


August 22nd, 1887, 


DaintkK & SAMACHAR 
CHANDBIKA, 


Dacoa GAZETTE, 
August 22nd, 1887. 


BHARATBAS), 
August 18th, 1887, 


BHARATBASI, 


BHARATBASI. 


BHARATBASI. 
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99. The Dainik and Samdchdr Chandrika, of the 22nd August, sare 
that it is rumoured that the Calcutta Universi: 

The Caleutta University andthesale has appropriated to itself the proceeds of ¢} 
of the Pravesika. ° : 4 

bie sale of the Sanskrit Entrance Course, th, 
Pravesika, edited by Pundit Mahesh Chandra Nyayaratna. If the romoy 
be correct, the University must be said to have exceeded the limits not only 
of honesty, but also of law. Formerly the University edited and pub. 
lished its own text-books, the publication having been a monopoly of 
Mesers. Thacker, Spink & Company. But in course of time this monopoly 
came to an end, and the University gave up that business altogether, But 
has the monopoly been revived for the benefit of Pundit Mahesh Chand 
Nyayaratoa? And is it to be supposed that the University is this time 
carrying on its old business in other people’s names? Will the worthy 
Registrar of the University enlighten the public on this point ? 

80. The same paper has heard that Mr. Tawney, Officiating Director 
of Public Instruction, is about to start for 
Darjeeling for the purpose of writing the 
Annual Report there. Cannot reports be written except in the hills? 


31. The Dacca Gazette, of the 22nd August, approves of the opening 
of a class in the Seebpore Engineering College 
for the purpose of giving instruction in agr- 
culture. Theinstruction should be given by the successful students of the 
Cirencester Agricultural Oollege. Bengal is an agricultural country, and it 
is therefore likely to derive great benefit from the agricultural education 
which will be given in the Seebpore College. 


Mr, Tawney in Darjeeling. 


Agricultural education in Bengal. 


(e)—Local Self-Government and Municipal Administration. 


32. The Bhdratbast, of the 13th August, takes exception to the action 
of Mr. Smith, Commissioner of the Presidency 
Division, in appointing a Commissioner for the 
Baranagore Municipality in place of Baboo Jadu Nath Mozumdar, who 
was elected in April last, The cause of Local Self-Government will greatly 
suffer by such interference on the part of Government officers. 


33. The same paper says that some of the Municipal Commissioners 
of Naihati, residing at Bhatpara, have recon- 
wended to the Chairman of the Naihati 


The Baranagore Municipality. 


The Naihati Municipality. 


Municipality the making of better conservancy arrangements for their 


village, and the reassessment of the taxes for defraying such increased expet- 
diture as may have to be incurred in making these arrangements. But if 
this proposal is carried out, even the poor residents will have to pay taxes 
which they are unable to pay. It is no doubt desirable to improve the saoitary 
condition of the municipality, but the authorities should adopt such means 


of meeting the required expense as will not subject poor people to undue 
hardship. 


04, The same paper says that milk is an important article of food; 


but it cannot be had pure in the Calcutta 
The sale ilk. P : : 
wh imager i markets, Infant diseases and infant mortality 
are in a great measure owing to adulterated milk. Dr. Simpson, the 
Officer of the Calcutta Municipality, is requested to look to the matter. 


35. Referring to the utterances of the Lieutenant-Governor in the 


Sir Steuart Bayley and Local Self- 
Government. 


3 real friend of Locul Self-Government. 
hoped that Sir Steuart will act according to his professions. It is pop’ 


believed that His Honour is sincere, honest and outspoken. 
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3g, The Burdwan Sanjivant, of the 16th August, referring to the Boxpwax saxnvam, 
cracks which have appeared in the arches in 4%™* 10th, 1887. 


District Board of Burdwanand the bridge over the Chuni khal, asks, who is 
she new bridge over the Chuni khal. responsible for these cracks, which have 
recessitated the maintenance of a costly establishment for inspection and 
sport? Who, in short, is responsible for this waste of public money? The. 
Tatrict Board of Burdwan ought to institute an enquiry into this matter 
with a view to find out and punish the real offender. It will indeed be a 
matter for regret if the members of the Board are prevented from doing 
justice in this matter by personal considerations. 


s7 The Ghdmvdsi, of the 17th August, blames the District Board of Ssauvam, 
Howrah for allowing the removal of the cattle- “%™*t 17 187. 

The cattle-pound in the villegeof poynd in the village of Khalna within the 

— jurisdiction of Amta to its present site near a 

iund. The new site seems to have been selected with the view of giving the 

pound-keeper greater facilities for impounding cattle and raising money by 

3 doing. It is hoped that the Board will reconsider the matter. 


38 The Garth and Mahdeidyd, of the 17th August, has heard ao Ganw& Mamavivrs, 
Ss rumour that the Government will take over 4° 17, 1887. 
aieigel clninistestions ONG the management of the Dacca Municipality 

into its own hands. But it is difficult to believe that Government, which is 

0 cunning and artful, will so soon take upon itself such bad business as 

municipalities have to perform. It is clear, however, that the present Chair- 

man, Vice-Chairman and Commissioners ought to resign in a body and 

let the public see how the men who will be selected in their place acquit 

themselves. Damaging reports are going round against the Barahanagore 

Municipality. The fact is that, considering the form and manner in which 

Local Self-Government has been introduced into this country, it is impossible 

that municipal administration can be a success—nay thatit can do anything 

but evil. 


89. The Samaya, of the 19th August, has learnt that the District Pe tae ‘aii 
Provision for good drinking water in Board of Hooghly has no funds sufficient to is 
the district of Hooghly. enable it to undertake the reclamation of 
tanks situated within its jurisdiction. It is therefore necessary that all well- 
wishers of their country should assist the Board with money. Other District 
Boards in the mofussil should imitate the example of the District Board 
: Hooghly in the matter of supplying good drinking water to the people in 
the mofussil. 


40. A correspondent of the Datnik and Samachar Chandrika, of the 21st Dam & Samacuan 

August in protesting against a circular issued by august zier, 1887. 
the Midnapore Municipality prohibiting people 
ftom bathing in the tank, called the K¢J/a tank, situated within the munici- 
pal area, observes that, as the people of Midnapore drink the water of wells 
4 being purer and more wholesome than tank water, the action taken 
by the municipality is unwise and uncalled for. The municipality would do 
better to take steps to prevent the washings of the éutcha privies situated 
on the margin of the Killa tank from falling into it during the rainy season. 
To improve the condition of the roads all over the town, and to remove 
the filth which has been allowed to accumulate thereon, will also be better 
ccupation for the municipality than depriving the public of their long- 


‘landing right of bathing in the Aé/a tank. 


41. The Som Prakdsh, of the =. Avent, blames ~ pa gn 
Beboo Umesh Chandra be Municipality for having given the to 
: the Calcutta Municipality ss Municipal Collector to Baboo Umesh Chandra. 
forgetting his past conduct as Vice-Chairman. He is now not only 
lector of the Municipality, but is allowed even to act as Vice-Chairman 


The Midnapore Municipality. 
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and Secretary to the Municipality, though guilty of the same off 
Binode fare the late Treasurer of the Municipality. Baboo Tae 
Chandra Dutt got Benode Baboo dismissed and himself escaped unpunisheg 
All this shows that he has managed to gain quite an ascendency over th. 
Municipality. 
42, The same paper says that wm 9 of ~ gg = Come from 
municipalities where the scheme of ] 
oe Self-Government is in vogue have their sa 
in party spirit and personal ill-feeling. In the municipalities individual 
are opposing individuals, not in the interest of the public, but from personal 
grudge or jealousy. But Local Self-Government will fail of its purpose if 
those to whom it is confided do not regard it in the light of a: purely public 
trust, to be discharged in a perfectly disinterested spirit. Municipal Con. 
missioners all over the country are therefore entreated to lay aside all privat 
. grudge and party spirit, and to devote themselves heart and soul to the 
advancement of the real interests of this country. 
sou Puaxass, - 40+ The same paper says that, though the income of the Tumlook 
The Tamlook Municipality Municipality is not small, still the drains on & 
wand both sides of the principal roads, passing 
through the bazar are never flushed. The main road itself is not kept 
clean as it snould be ; but the quarters adjoining the local cutchery is kept 
very clean. This shows that the bustees of the poor meet with no attention 
at the hands of the municipality. 
NAVAVIBHAKAB 44, The Navavibhdkar Saddhérant, of the 22nd August, points out 
nematei 1287, , Theschemefor supplying good drink- the following difficulties in the way of the 
| SG Water in the Hooghly district, execution of the scheme of the District Board 
of Hooghly for the supply of good drinking water in that district :— 


(1).—The people of the district know nothing of the scheme. So far 
as the writer is aware, the Board’s circular on the subject 
has been sent only to its own members. The circular 

: should be circulated all over the district. 

(2).—In the mofussil, people generally drink the water of the same 
tanks in which they bathe. If they are therefore mace 
to use the water of good tanks only for the purpose 0! 
drinking, they must bathe in bad tanks and thus injure 
their health. The women of the families which canoo 
afford to employ servants will also find it convenient 
bring drinking water from the tanks in which they bathe. 
If tanks for drinking water be at a distance from bathisg 
tanks, these families will be sabjected to great ico 

8) Thee nS grat deny in earying ot th sh: 

.——Lhere will be great difficulty in carrying oa .. 
who will see that the iene which af reserved for drinking 
purposes are not used for any other purpose, and who ail 
seize offenders in this respect and send them up for tis) 
Evil instead of good will be produced if the police # 
entrusted with this work. 7 

If all the members of the Hooghly Board make an earnes 

effurs to carry out the scheme in their respective villages, snd i0 me 

neighbourhood thereof, much good is sure to follow. And in order © 

secure for the scheme a strong chance of success, it would be well to eatab- 

lish Union Boards at this time. The more the Self-Government ® 

expands the better for such schemes as this, It is not to be expected tht 

only 41 members will be able to accomplish so large a work. she 

NAVAVIBHARAR 45. The same paper has a communicated article stating ee ee 

Sanitary afrangoments for Bhat- Naihati Municipality will do well if it 
5% of increasing municipal taxes at Bh 
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compels those rate-payers who have privies of their own to keep them 
clean, gives orders for the filling up of wells used as privies which give rise 
to fearful epidemics, and for the erection in their place of privies which 
may be flushed, sets apart a particular place at one end of the village for 
the use of those who have no privies of their own, and pute a stop to the 
som mon practice of attending to nature's calls at any place in the village. 
In this way the health of the village may be promoted without increasing 

D. 

mae The same paper is astonished that the Hooghly District Board 

The Hooghly District Board, and has not yet made arrangements for construct- 
the construction of a road from Hari- ino @ road from Haripal to Bhandarhati in spite 


apres of Baboo Nrisingha Chandra Adhya’s offer of 
Rs, 10,000 in aid of that work. 


(f)— Questions affecting the land. 


47, The Purva ards of ee 14th August, draws attention to 

sale of property by public auc: the striking fact that a property worth 
* a eringstids Rs. 0,000; belonging to the zeminodars of 
Sairisadi in Noakhali, has been sold by auction for arrears of road cess at the 
incredibly small sum of Rs. 2,400. Such sales are principally owing to the 
fact of their not being properly proclaimed and advertised. The peons 
charged with the distribution of the notices relating to these sales do not 
often do their work properly, and naughty men also tear them off when 
stuck up by the peons. It would therefore be better to advertise such 


sales in the local newspapers, and it is hoped that Oommissioners, Magis- 
trates, and Judges will accept this suggestion. 


(9) —Ruilways and communications including canals and irrigation. 


, | a smalla sum as Rs. 200 has been grante 
Meals in the Uluberia sub-division. +e Uluberia Local Board for the sepeis of the 
roads in the village of Syampore. If any place isin need of good roads 
tis Syampore. As most of the roads ia the sub-division of Uluberia are 
now under water, the grants sanctioned for their repair will be of no use. 
These grants should therefore be utilised by constructing bridges over the 


48. The Graémvds?, of the 17th August, cannot understand me 80 
by 


breaches caused by the rains in the following roads :—The road from Baksi. 


to Baghnan through Mankur, the road from Jhingra to Thalia through 
Amragadi, &c. 

49. A correspondent of the Bducation Gacette, of the 19th August, 
A breach in the road from Mirjapore 2S8ks Government to construct a masonry 
¥ Zungpase. bridge over the breach in the road from 
Mirjapore to Rungpore, formed at some place midway between the villages 


of Mirjapore and Jalalganj. The people of the place are too poor to be 
able to raise subscriptions among themselves for building a bridge. 


00. A correspondent of the Bangabdst, of the 20th August, complains 
par atat Champapore and Kanchan- that the roads at Champapore and Kanchan- 


% pore in Bogra are out of repair. The autho- 
niles are requested to attend to the grievance. 
Another correspondent of the same paper says that a station has 
Roads st Galashi in Burdwan been lately opened at Galashi, but the people 
Reiter _ residing in Gohogram, Sundalpore Adara, 
coc Belan, Mahara and other villages are subjected to great incon- 
oe for want of roads leading to the station. There are three or 
ny els which have to be crossed in going to the station. COulverte ought 
‘Constructed over them for the convenience of passengers. 


NAVAVIBHAKAR 
\SaDHARasi, 


August 22nd, 1887. 


Purva Baweapall 
August 14th, 1887, 


GraMvasl, 
August 17th, 1887. 


Epucation GAgBTTE, 
August 19th, 1887. 


PEI LIES A SOREL LES ALE CIELO DAL ADA LOO NEL GG EGE GY AES SN UIER POG AE ORY LOTR EI Sof? ERA Ee , 
= —" eet iho PORE Ie aty GERM hI a i . eo em owe ite = - 


BaBGABASI. 
August 20th, 1887. 


BsaRATBASI, 
August 13th, 1887. 
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52. Another correspondent of the same paper complains that the 
The road from Satkhira to Gaba in from Gaba to Satkhira is out of repair, 
Khulna. authorities are requested to attend to th 
matter. 
58. A correspondent of bo ger and vo eae vgs of the 
st August, thinks that the Bengal 
Tho Bengel Content Rarhweg- Railway should, in the public eee 
more than two trains on Sundays, and look to the condition of its third clas 
carriages, which have become leaky. It is also to be hoped that the booking 
clerk of the Dattapukhur station will henceforth treat passengers more 
courteously than has been his wont. 
54. The Som Prakdsh, of the 22nd August, says that the steamer 
The steamer service at Diamond plying in connection with the railway terminatip 
Harbour. at Diamond Harbour are in the habit of taking 
passengers from Kukrahati, Gewankhali and Tumlook twice every day, 
But it sometimes happens that these steamers stop work for a day or two to 
the great inconvenience of the passengers bound for ‘l'umlook and other 
places. The authorities should put an end to these irregularities, which make 
it necessary for people having urgent business to do on the other side of the 
river to cross it in country boats at great risk of life. 


(h)— General. 


55. The Bhdratbdst, of the 13th August, entirely disapproves of the 

hs Walia Waitin Lieutenant-Governor’s action in the matter 

of the Burdwan adoption. The Dowager 

Malarani plainly stated to His Honour her objections to the adoption of 
Lala Bun Behary’s son. When the Lieutenant-Governor knew for certain 
that his consent to the adoption of the Lala’s son would lead to litigation, 
it would have been better if he had withheld his consent. Litigation 
being certain, why have the difficulties of the Dowager Maharani been 
increased, and why has Bun Behary been placed in an exceptionally advan- 
tageous position? By thus hastily giving his consent to the adoption of 
Lala Bun Behary’s son, the Lieutenant-Governor has really made the 
Dowager Maharani miserable, and increased her mental sufferings. The 
least kindness has not been shown to the Dowager Maharani. It has been 
stated that the legal advisers of Government were consulted, and that they 
gave it as their opinion that the adoption of Lala Bun Behary’s son would 
not be illegal according to the Hindu Law. The Lieutenant-Governor 
ought to have known, however, that his legal advisers are not the 
highest authorities on Hindu Law, that they are not Judges, and that 
their opinion on questions of this kind is therefore of little value 
His Honour also knows that many able barristers questioned the vali- 
dity of this adoption that he has sanctioned. And His Honour, no 


being himself a Judge, how did he reconcile or decide between the 0 , 


conflicting opinions? The Resolution on the subject says that it was 
ascertained that the young Maharani would take Bun Behary’s som ® 
none other, and that, under the circumstances, the Lieutenant-Governor id 
pot think it right to refuse his sanction to the selection. A statement 0 
this kind can only excite laughter. Government could not refuse sanciia 
to the adoption of Lala Bun Behary’s son, when the young Mahara” 
expressed a desire to adopt him. Bat how was the young Maharani tes 

when she expressed a desire not to adopt the Lala’s son? Does Sir Bre of 
Bayley know all that? Has he enquired why the young Maharani was ® 

allowed to visit the Dowager Maharani? It has been satisfactorily pr sole 
that the young Maharani was so long kept practically in duresse wit ite 
object of making her see the necessity of adopting the Lala’s 802. “the 
Government heard all this? It is of no use attempting to throw dust 18 

eyes of the public by laying too much stress on the allegation that her one 
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gas really spontaneous. The action of Government in this matter from the 
‘ning to the end has been such as to merit the strongest condemnation. 
No one could have blamed Sir Steuart Bayley if he had not been so hasty 
, making the Lala’s son Maharajah of Burdwan, and if he had acted with, 
1 the whole, a little more moderation, = 
: 56, The same paper says that, in his evidence before the Public Service = Baanarzast, 


: Commission, Mr, Beveridge, Additional Judge Avsust 13th, 1887. 
Rmployment of natives inthe higher of the 24-Pergunnahs, recommended the em- 


pats of the Beoretariat ployment of natives in the higher offices of 
the Secretariat. Anglo-Indian newspapers may not like this proposal, 
but is Government also opposed to it? If not, why does it withhold from 
natives even temporary appointments in the Secretariat ? | 
57. The Sdr Sudhanidht, of the 15th August, says that, by granting san sopsamenr, 
permission to the people of only one Indian 4% 1 18. 
Enrolment of Madrasia as Volun- presidency to enrol themselves as Volunteers, 
teers Government seems to be sowing disunion 
between the peoples of the different presidencies. 
58. The Burdwan Sanjivani, of the 16th August, referring to Bonpwax sansvam, 
Mr. Teunon’s explanation of the accident Avsvst 16th, 1887. 
Mr, Teunon, Sub-divisional Officer pon the Barrakar bridge, says that the state- 
TT. ment that Mr. Teunon whipped the carter 
requires explanation. Again, if Mr. Teunon, without using any force, 
simply asked the carter to remove the cart out of his way, why did the 
carter leave his cart and climb upon the railings of the bridge? It can 
not be, a8 Mr. Teunon would have the public believe, that he did so because 
he mistook the lights of his carriage for those of an engine: for all who 
use that bridge know that no engine passes over it. Anyhow, the 
explanation submitted by Mr. Teunon is not satisfactory. Mr. Teunon 
may possibly be innocent, but in view of the rumour charging him with 
the commission of a grave offence, he should be removed from Raniganj. 
59. The Sahachar, of the 17th August, says that it is admitted by  sanacme, 
both the Statesman, and the Indtan Datly Avevst 17th, 1887. 
News that in Bengal, the most advanced 


| province in the Empire, there are more viola- 
tions of the law by the officers of Government than in any other Indien 


province. It was Sir George Campbell who first encouraged the Executive 
Officers of Government to violate the law. The Lieutenant-Governors who 
came after him were hostile to the educated classes of Bengal. Sir Ashley 
Eden carried matters to extremes in this respect. What Sir Rivers Thompson 
did everyone knows. He was for repressing Bengalis. He would on no 
account administer even a rebuke to the officers under him, Thus for 
several years all the Earopean officers of Government, with the exception 
of the Governor-General, have adopted a policy of repression towards 
Bengalis, Even the Bengalis domiciled in the North-Western Provinces 
ave been excluded from Government service. The editors of Anglo- 

ndian newspapers and Anglo-Indian writers and speakers have taken to 

abusing Bengalis, What wonder then that the European Civilian should 
learn to be lawless from the very day he sets foot on Indian soil? As soon 
he comes to this country he begins to hate Bengali writers, Bengali 
‘peakers, and Bengali pleaders. He sees that Bengali pleadera are superior 
 bim in genera} culture and legal knowledge. Thus he becomes a political 
nemy of Bengal and Bengalis. If he misbehaves himself, he finds ready 
“Upporters in the Secretary of State and in the Anglo-Indian newspapers. The 
‘ondition of the country has thus become deplorable, and it. lies with the 
People themselves to remedy this state of things. Let the people make 
ew hot to put up with oppression any longer. Let educated Indians e ain 
* people that Government is not at all willing to see: its laws violated 


_Aremedy for Anglo-Indian oppres- 
#100, 
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by its own officers. Let ‘the people prove to Government any aot of 
oppression that are committed by its servants, and Government will punish 
the offenders. It has become of the utmost importance on the part of the 
people of this country to show that the time is gone when the Huzoors could 
place themselves above all law, and that, whatever may happen elsewher 
in Asia, Anglo-Indian oppression and highhandedness will not be hence. 
forward tolerated in Bengal. 

60. Referring to the proposal to abolish the office of the Direct. 

pam General of Indian panty the same pa 
The office of the Director-General gavg that it is rumoured that that o 
ee be alioaed to remain at Simla for ayn 
more; but the chances are that the office will not be abolished and wi] 
remain at Simla for ever. 

61. The Hindu Ranjtka, of the 17th August, referring to the permis. 
sion given to Madrasis to enrol themselves a3 
volunteers, asks why should not natives he 
permitted to form separate volunteer corps for themselves? And why 
should their enrolment as volunteers be conditional upon the willingnes 
and consent of European volunteers? The making of this condition shows 
that Government does not trust its native subjects. But it would be best 
for the Government, and it would be best for the British Empire in India, 
if the English rulers of the country were to place implicit faith and confidence 
in the love and loyalty of the Indian people, and if the Indian people were 
accordingly allowed to enrol themselves as volunteers in a liberal and 
ungrudging spirit. asia 

62. The Bharat Mitra, of the 18th August, says, that the enrol. 


Natives as volunteers. 


ment of the people of only one presidency as 


The enrolment of Madrasis as volun- 


reg volunteers is almost nothing, Lord Duffern 


still deserves thanks for even this small boon. 
63. The Surabhi and Paidkd, of the 18th August, referring to gifts of 
land made by Sir Charles Bernard to certain 
-, oir Charles Bernard's gifts of land officers of Government in the newly conquered 
territories of Burma, says that by giving 
away land belonging to Burmese zemindars to its own officers, Government 
has committed dacoity. It is no plea in favour of Sir Charles that because 
Burmese houses are not fit residences for Europeans, the Government has 
done nothing wrong by rewarding the services of those Europeans who have 
helped it in establishing British rule in Upper Burma by giving them 
lands to build houses for themselves. It is true that those who render 
services to Government deserve to be rewarded. But they can be rewarded 
with allowances and titles. Or, if Government wanted to accommodate 
these men with good houses, it could have done so by building houses 3 
4 own cost and then setting them apart for the use of its favo 
officers. 

64. The Education Gazette, of the 19th August, says that there is no 
reason why Madrasis alone should enjoy the 
right to enrol themselves as volunteers. The 
Government of India, just as it is, should show no undue partiality in this 
matter to the people of Madras. And the loyal people of India should 
not be denied the right of enrolling themselves as volunteers whet 
that fe is enjoyed by Jews, Armenians, and other sojourners in the 
country. 


65. A correspondent of the same paper complains of the absence 


A post-office in either of the 2 post-office in either of the will ; ; b of 


Yilsges of Mirzapore and Jalalganj, Mirzapore and Jalalganj, in the district 


Natives as volunteers. 


village, situated at a distance of three miles from the above villages, dist 


Rungpore. The post-office at Bamandaogs* 
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letters in Mirzapore and J alalganj only twice a week. Government is asked 
to remove this inconvenience by establishing a post-office in either of the 
above-named villages which are inhabited by a large number of traders and 


repectable people. 


66. The Dhumketu, of the 19th August, 
makes the following observations on the report 
of the Salaries Commission :— 


The Salaries Commission. 


The Commission’s recommendation about reducing the number of 
clerks and making inspectors do the work of returns, reports and 
précis does not imply material curtailment _of expenditure ; for ‘the 
money saved in this way will have to be spent in defraying the travelling 
expenses of Collectors and Commissioners. The only effect therefore of 
these recommendations will be to ruin the clerks as a class. As to the 
recommendation to cut down the size of the Calcutta Gazette and dis- 
continuing the publication of portions of it in Bengali, this may bring down 
printing charges ; but will not the object which the Government has in view 
in publishing the Gazette be defeated by so doing? It will thus be 
seen that. the Commission has advised the curtailment of many small items 
of expenditure, leaving the larger ones untouched. The Commission has 
indeed expressed its inability to deal with any of the larger items of ex- 
penditure. Why then wasso much fuss made and so much money spent 
about the Salaries Commission ? 


67. Referring to the Statesman’s statement that the Burmese prisoners 

sees are being subjected to very cruel treatment 
goratment of Burmese prisonersin in the jails, the same paper says that it is 
a against the practice of all civilized nations to 
subject prisoners of war to inhuman or ignominious treatment. Assuming 
that these Burmese prisoners have deserved punishment by disobeying 
the order of the British Government calling upon them to lay down 
their arms, it will still be seen by everybody that they should have 
been punished with simple imprisonment only, not with penal servitude. It 
is to be hoped that Englishmen will efface this blot on their character by 
as Burmese prisoners with greater kindness and magnanimity in 
uture. | 


68. The Moorshedabad Patrikd, of the 19th August, comp)ains of the 
highhanded proceedings of the income-tax 
saome-tix assessment in Moorshed- gsgeggors of Moorshedabad. It is said that 
poor men have been subjected to great hard- 
hip by improper assessments. Heaven alone can tell how long oppression 
of this kind will continue. Poor men obtain no justice, for their appeals 
are rejected by the appellate authorities. There is also no man to receive 
their complaints. The injustice sanctioned by the law reigns supreme every- 
where. Those who filed objections against the improper assessments have 
had their assessments doubled and their petitions rejected. Those who see 
this desist from seeking justice. This is really a state of things which must 
€ recretted, 


69. The Arya Darpan, of the 19th August, complains that some Govern- 

| a . ment WS compel their Christian subor- 
gue compelled to work on dinatesto work on Sundays. But it is very 

| trying to a true Christian to do office 
Work on Sundays or to attend balls at Government House. Government 
ought not to compel such people to attend balls as have any religious 
TUple to do so. In England, officers entertaining such scruples are not 
fired to attend balls given even by the Queen, and the Government of 
ida ought to follow Her Majesty's example in this respect. 


DHUMERTU, 
August 19th, 1887. 


MOORSHEDABAD 
PATRIKa, 


August 19th, 1887, 
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70, A correspondent. of the Bangabdsi, of the 20th August, complain 

of the want of a post office at Kalyanpor 

A Post Office st Kalysnpore in g village near Mangalkote, in Burdwan, Th, 
authorities are requested to attend to th 


wan. 


matter. | 
71. The Sanjtvant, of the 20th August, is glad that the people of 
Madras will be henceforth competent to enrol 
themselves as volunteers. But the condition 
on which this right has been conferred on them makes it impossible that the 
right will be ever enjoyed by them. Government has not given permission 
to natives to form a separate volunteer corps. It is almost certain that 
most of the European volunteer corps in this country will object to take 
natives amongst them, and so the permission granted by Government yill 
lead to no practical result. It is, therefore, desirable that Government should 
permit natives to form separate volunteer corps, or if that is not done 
rule should be passed making it obligatory op European volunteer corps 
to receive nativee provided they are fit to be enrolled as volunteers, — 
72. The same paper hopes that all other Provincial Governors yill 
follow the example of Lord Connemara in 
wird Connemara, Governor of the matter of enforcing the rule issued by 
| the Secretary of State for India, requiring 
all posts worth Rs. 200 or less per month to be given to natives, This 
rule, which has long remained a dead-letter, has been recently revised by 
Lord Connemara, who has not sanctioned the appointment of a Kuropean 
to a post worth Rs. 200 per month inthe office of the Paymaster of 
‘Madras. 
73. The came paper says that for some reason or other a grog shop 
in Mirzapore Street, Calcutta, having been 
closed, some one asked the Commissioner of 
Police to give him a license for opening a new shop in that place 
As the gentlemen of the locality objected, the prayer was not granted. 
Not discouraged by this, the man applied to the higher authorities, 
and a license was granted to him. Now the officer who has granted 
this license should be asked why he hae allowed a grogshop to be 
opened. Government has established outstills in this country with a wer 
of preventing illicit distillation, but where is the illicit distillery in Mirzapore 
Street to stop which permission has been given to open a grogshop? It may 
be stated in reply that the revenue derived from the old grog shop would 
be otherwise lost. The outstill question is then a question of revenue with the 
Government, and not a question of preventing illicit distillation. But 2 
Government has not the courage to admit this, it often tries to justify 1 
excise policy upon other grounds. The other day Baboo Surendra Natt 
Banerjee had been to the village of Haripal near Tarkeswar, where there 
is an outstill. On arriving at the village, he found people of both sexes 1" 
a shameful state of drunkenness, the women having lost even their na 
sense of modesty under the intoxicating influence of wine. Some of thes 
drunken men came up towards Baboo Surendra Nath, whom they took 
be an enemy of the outstill system, with their mouths wide open 8s if they 
intended to devour him. No man who has a heart to feel for human mis!) 
can help pitying these poor men. It is the hard-hearted officers of Govert 
ment alone that can remain unmoved and apathetic in the presence of 
scenes ag these. | | 
74. A correspondent of the Dacca Prakdsh, of the — Angut 
we has learnt that Mr. Dalton, the % 

of ion Deputy Commission? Commissioner of J ulpigoree, will, oD 
expiration of his leave, be transferred 

where, the reason being that Government is dissatisfied with the W 


Natives as Volunteers. — 


Outstills and grogshops. 


fe 
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which he has administered the Judicial Department. But the real 
epson Why Mr. Dalton had often to postpone cases was that he had 
a great deal else to do, and no man having so many things to look to 
33 Mr. Dalton bas had charge of will be sble to do all things equally 
qell, so what Government ought to do for Julpigoree is not to transfer 
Mr. Dalton, but to give him. an assistant. The confidence of the public 
‘1 Mr. Dalton was, of late years, shaken in some degree on account of his 


siring away certain posts to certain Mahomedans without much reference 
to their qualifications. 


75. The Som Prakash, of the 22nd August, referring to the floods 


Floods in Ghattal which have this year visited Ghattal and the 
g , 


surrounding villages, says that Government 
ought to construct a strong embankment along the bank of the Rupnara- 


van in order to prevent these floods, which have latterly become rather 
frequent. 


76. The same paper, referring to the cases of oppression committed by 


: ; uropeans on natives, observes as follows :— 

ne Does not all this shew that under British 
rule the lives of natives have no value? Does not all this show that there 
is one law for Englishmen and another for natives? And yet Englishmen 
say that in the eye of the law all men are equal. O how fine are the professions 
of Englishmen! O how fine is English law! But the strangest thisg of 
all is that the people who suffer so much oppression so quietly are rebellious 
and disloyal in the eyes of Anglo-Indians. But let Anglo-Indians say 
whether there is on the face of the earth any other people who have been 
subjected to so much oppression. History says, no. The fact is that 
Indians are the most peaceful nation on the earth, otherwise fires of rebellion 
would by this time have been barning in this land. The people had kept 
themselves quiet so long. But now that the chastity of their women is 
being violated, they will find it impossible to keep themselves quiet any longer. 
Will Hindus look complacently on while their women are deflowered ? Have 
they become so utterly devoid of the sentiment of nationality that they will 
take no steps to put an end to these beastly acts of oppression? To-day a 
Webb violates a cooly woman, and escapes by paying a small fine. And this 
is English justice! Another day, a European manager of a tea-garden 
niolates the chastity of a Kbanta Domni, and English Judges, instead of 
punishing the adulterer, send Khanta and her husband to jail for bringing 
afalse charge against a European. A new case of oppression of this kind 
has occurred in Berhampore. But it is useless to describe it, because Govera- 
ment will pay no attention to it or punish the offenders. So it comes to this, 
that the people must not sit quiet any longer. 


77. The Navavibhdtar Sddhdrant, of the 22nd August, says that the 
jimlment of natives as volunteers, Wnglish Government will show great gener- 


wit Arms Act osity and at the same time run no risk if it 
tarols Indians as volunteers. Indigne, however, need not be sorry if they 


are not granted that privilege. English officials of the present time are so 
Much wanting in foresight as to fear that British dominion in India will 
a to an end or will be imperilled if Bengalis are enrolled as volunteers. 

*n who lack courage are alarmed at the rustling of leaves, and such a fear of 
reals as seems to possess English officials of the present day shows that 
~ lack real courage. As regards natives of this country, they are more 
me Y interested in the question of the repeal of the Arms Act than in the 
ete question. The agitation for the repeal or amendment of that 
ne api Act should not be allowed to drop even for one day; for it is 
ra y ceaseless agitation that Government may be made to yield to the 

ands of the people in this respect. | 


Som PrakasH, 
August 22nd, 1887. 
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- Navavrsmanan 78. The same paper says that the outstill at Chanditolla is increasing 


| drunkenness among the people, Li 
Meee ats OT. hp tail st Chandtall Re, 150 or Re. 200 is selling there ware 


Poor people who come to the Aé¢ to sell vegetables now leave all their acanty 
earnings at the outstill. The outstill is going to make all Chanditl, 
miserable, a 
Daune & Samacuan 79. The Dasmk and coarse a Ye the 25th Angnst 
pone sacen says that, In spite of the assurance giy 
iaiaiccremaciated “= ee Sir heokined Colvin on the seliiiee " 
the passing of the Income Tax Act, thy 
care would be taken that the assessment and operation of the tay 
was not attended with oppression, Government is taking no notice why. 
ever of the oppression which is being committed in the assessment of thet 
tax. To give one instance. One Abinash Chundra Mullik, a seller of 
vegetables and a money-lender on a small scale at the Calcutta Municipal 
market, whose aggregate annual income, as appears from his books, 
amounts to only Rs. 369 a year, was assessed at an annual income-tax of 
Rs. 130-4-4 pies. Abinash appealed against the assessment to the Collector, 
who disbelieved his books and rejected his appeal. Abinash’s appeal to the 
Commissioner against this decision has been also rejected. It is the first 
and foremost duty of Government to look to cases of this kind. But now 
that the Income Tax Act is passed and money is flowing into the public 
exchequer, Government finds it convenient to forget all about its promise 
to keep a watchful eye on the working of the Act. 


III.—LeaisLatrve. 


EpvcaTion Gazerre, 80. The Education Gazette, of the 19th August, thinks that Act XIV 

August 19tb, 1887, The proposed revival of Act XIV Of 1868 should not be revived, and that for the 
of 1968, following reasons:—In the first place, the 
grounds on which the Act was abolished still hold good. In the second place, 
the Act had the effect of increasing the number of persons frequenting 
brothels. Thirdly, besides subjecting public women to examinations of 3 
very revolting nature, the Act required the examiners appointed under 
to perform duties of a most disgusting kind. The present movement for 
reviving such a law should therefore be abandoned. 


1V.—Natrve States. 


tn fom, 81. The Praja Bandhu, of the 19th August, ay | to the acquittal 
wnt ee of Mr. Wilson of Cambay by the Secretary 
“s of State for India, delivers itself as fullows:— 
Englishmen must certainly have lost their common sense, OF they coul 
not actin this way. Their power in Asia cannot survive such gross ape 
as this. Would it be possible for Russia to pass a more unjust rule: 

Will not the people of England consider all this ? 
SANVANII, 82. The Sanjivant, of the 20th August, says that, though the Mabs- 
a on rajah Holkar has himself stated to the 7a 
qainharejan Holkar and Sir Lepel tleman who interviewed him in o 


Times of India newspaper, that he met with 
indifferent treatment in England, Sir Lepel Griffin is writing @ the news 
papers in England that the Maharajah was perfectly satisfied with the oo fl 
seal given to him in that country. Is Sir Lepel Griffia telling 
truth : 


V.—PRosPEcts OF THE CROPS AND THE CONDITION OF THE PROFLE. 
Bancanast, 83. <A correspondent of the Bangabdesé, of the 20th August, —_ | 


August 20th, 1687. 
| oods a an in Burdwan that the floods in the A aya have been t 
Momeni eitet: tating Kalyanpore and the adjois ing villas 
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for the last three years. | The people there have consequently been . reduced 
‘og most miserable condition. The floods in Jaistha had submerged only 
the paddy plants; the floods of 18th Sravan submerged the whole 
country thereabout and entirely destroyed the crops. The water did not 
subside for a week. — ce 

a4, The Dainik and Samdchdr Chandrika, of the 24th August, says 
that the scarcity which has visited Brahman- 
baria and the neighbouring villages in the 
Saral Perguonah still continues unabated. The kind-hearted Sir. Steuart 
Bayley 1s requested to look to the matter and afford relief to the sufferers. 


Scarcity in Brahmanbaria. 


VI.—MiscELLaneovs. 


85. The Paridarshak, of the 13th August, reports that Mr. Geddes, 
a tea-planter of Sibsagar, has assaulted a 
______ coolie so severely that the poor man has died. 
The police is enquiring into the matter. O when will coolie oppression 
cease | 

86. The Bhangarbazar correspondent of the same paper complains 
that no separate house has been erected for 
the accommodation of the local post-office, 
which now occupies a portion of a shop 41 the 
bazar, and is necessarily liable to destruction by fire. It is therefore 
desirable that the post-office should have a house of its own near the charita- 
ble dispensary. 

87, Thesame paper says that some of the candidates for the muktear- 
ship examination deposited their fees at the 
Maulavibazar treasury, took the usual receipts, 
and appeared at the examination in Sylhet. 
But they were surprised to learn that the Extra Assistant Commissioner of 
Sylhet, Mr. ©. N. Nandi, had issued an order that none but those 
who had deposited their fees at the sudder treasury would be permitted 
to appear at. the examination. They accordingly went to Mr. Nundi 
and told him that they had already deposited their fees at the Maulavi- 
bazar treasury, whereupon Mr. Nandi said—* As you are no better than 
coolies you have deposited your fees with a coolie, in a coolie office in a 
jungly place. If you do not deposit fees again, you will not be admitted 
to the examination hall;” and the poor men were of course compelled 
to deposit fees once more. Now Mr. Nandi had no business to abuse the 
candidates as he did. Both the Sudder and the Maulavibazar treasuries 
belong to Government, and nearly two lakhs of rupees are deposited every 
year at the latter treasury, and it is difficult to see how Government 
can be prejudiced by examination fees being paid into a sub-divisional 
instead of into a sudder treasury. Has Nandi Baboo made any satisfactory 
arrangement for the refund to the poor mukhtears of the moneys deposited 
y them in the Maulavibazar treasury ? 

88. The Purva Bangabdst, of the 14th August, impugns the correct- 
ness of the statements made against certain 
pie Government officers in Noakhally in connec- 
on with the theatre recently opened by them at that place. (See 
Paragraph 73 of the Weekly Report on Native Papers for the week ending 
the 20th August 1887).. 

89. The same paper regrets the transfer of Baboo Kader Nath 
is as ukerjee, Special Sub-Registrar of Phere 
Special Sub-Registrar of Horner The Baboo is an experienced and amiabl 
characte ' gentleman and possesses an excellent 

I. 


A coolie beaten to death. 


The Bhangarbazar village post-office 
in Sylhet. 


Baboo C. N. Nundi, Extra Assistant 
Commissioner of Sylhet. 


The theatre at Noakhally. 
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90. The Sér Sudhdnidhi, of the 15th August, says that Lord Salish 
: did hot venture to propose in Parliamen 
The Jubilee. that subscriptions should be reised from th. 
eople for defraying the expenses of the celebration of the Jubilee, hy 
ndian officials have raised subscriptions for that purpose. It is a matter of 
regret that Parliament has not sanctioned the Q 


aeen's proposal to grant 
small rewards to the Indian troops who went to England on the occasion o 


the Jubilee. 
91. The Burdwan Sanjtvant, of the 16th August, says that the ey. 


sits satiate is Deh portation of silk cocoons from this count 


by a company of English merchants wh 
purchase these cocoons at a higher price than what native weavers can pay 


is likely to prove disastrous to the silk manufacture of Bengal. | 
Beerbhoom, scarcity of cocoons, arising out of this cause, has throw 
more than a thousand weavers out of employ. Ifthe exportation of cocoons 
continues at its present rate, fine silken fabrics will no longer be manv- 
factured in this country, and that for the following reason :—With the 
exportation of cocoons, silk yarn will begin to be manufactured in England, 
and as the only chance of European piece-goods competing successfully 
with the product of native looms lies in their smaller price, Europeanswill 
feel tempted to cheapen their silk fabrics by mixing jute with silk, and 
with the manufacture of silk fabrics of this kind, the price of unadulterated 
silk fabrics will go down, and so Indian makers of silk fabrics will find 
their business gone. In America and other countries Government devises 
protective measures in order to protect its subjects against the ruinous 
effects of an unequal competition. The Government in this country should 
therefore adopt some measure of protection in the interest of. Indian 
weavers Of silken cloth. The British Indian Association should movein & 
this matter, in order to induce Government to pass some protective measure. 

92. The Sahachar, of the 17th August, referring to the application 


addressed to Government by the Hindoo 
An application for the prohibition of ; ° 
eticdun = community of Bombay, asking for the pre 


vention of the slaughter of cows and she- 
buffaloes, says that out of the 26 crores of the Indian population the number 


of non-Hindoo adalts is only about two crores. Of these two crores, many 
are not beef-eaters at all. The number of beef-eaters is also decreasing. 80 
that if the slaughter of cows is prohibited, no inconvenience is likely to be 
felt by the non-Hindoo population of India. Besides, beef is not a suitable 
article of food in this country, and the satisfaction which will be derived by 
the Hindoo population of India from a prohibition of the slaughter of 
cows will be of the greatest political i to Government. But then 
there is little chance of the prayers of the Hindoo population of Bombe 
being granted by a beef-eating Government. 4 
93. The Srimanta Saddgar, of the 19th August, complains of the 

all aia _ manner in which coolies are recruited for the 

a tea-gardens. They are treated to glowing oa 
criptions of happiness and prosperity and are thus enticed away for enlistme. 
as coolies. But alas! some of these deluded men are beaten to death st 
some die of rupture of the spleen, caused by the kicks of their Europes, 
employers. Such cases are very common in the tea-gardens of Assam, Ss 
so they frequently come up before the Judicial officers of Governme 
But the reports which are published of such cases show that the pom 
coolies seldom obtain justice at the hands of the Magistrates. A dis 
slave-trade is thus being carried on in the metropolis of British — 
before the very eyes of a just, impartial and powerful. Government, #” 
under the shelter of the Coolie Act. Many fathers and mothers of obits 
and boys and girls have been enticed away, and many poor people are 
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losing their lives in certain cases. In the name of the preservation of the 
eace by the British Lion, fearful breaches of the peace are occurring every 
day in the jungles of Assam ; and it is passing strange that no one is held 
responsible for this state of things. 
94, The Education Gazette, of the 19th August, makes the 
‘aii, pial following remarks in regard to Dr. Birch’s 
es proposal :—The object which Dr. Birch has 
‘, view in making the proposal, viz. the extirpation of quackery, 
3 certainly very good. But in the mofussil, where people cannot 
afford to be treated by licentiates of medical schools and colleges, it 
gill be neither practicable nor convenient to exclude quacks from 
ractice. Besides, as there are many among kabirajes and homceopaths 
who, without passing any medical examinations, have acquired much 
knowledge of medicine by experience and practice, and are able to 
deal very successfully with cases which are given up as hopeless by 
allopaths, to exclude from the practice of the medical profession all but 
the licentiates of medical institutions will certainly be very mischievous and 
unwise, The Medical Society no doubt wants to make the practice of 
medicine @ monopoly of the allopath, and it is clear that if this proposal 
is carried into effect, medical aid will be placed beyond the reach of poor 
people. Let the number of passed doctors become sufficiently large and 
quackery will retire of itself. It is still desirable that all who practise 
medicine should be placed under some kind of supervision, and the plan 
suggested for this purpose in the Dhumketu newspaper appears to be a good 
one, The plan is to have inspecting doctors all over the country, who will 
prevent incompetent men from practising and give notice of the fact to the 
proper authorities. And if the persons who: are declared incompetent 
ma practise again, they may be punished with fines.. The Dhumketu is of 
opinion that circles no bigger than municipal areas, or groups of five or six 
villages with one inspecting doctor .attached to each of them, should be 
formed for the purpose. But under this plan it will be necessary to appoint 
avery large uumber of inspecting doctors. The circles should therefore 
embrace much larger areas.. As things now stand, it is desirable that all 
the different systems of medicine now prevalent in the country should enjoy 
perlect freedom ; for there are many among Hindoos, for instance, who will 
uot hear of any other treatment than that by the kabiraj. 
0. The Sanjivant, of the 20th August, refers to the Lieutenant- 
ae : Governor’s statement in his speech at Jamal- 
i Jamalpore overnor’s speech hore in answer to the address presented to 
him by the European and Eurasian officers 
: the Jamalpore Railway station on the occasion of His Honour’s opening 
“ lank constructed by the railway officers, to the effect that His Honour 
opes that the tank, instead of being set apart for the use of Buropeans and 
urasians only, as stated in the address, will be open to natives also, 
4 observes that that statement clearly shows that the Lieutenant-Governor 
‘i not like the idea of reserving the tank only for Europeans and Eura- 
oe His Honour deserves to be thanked for giving this piece of good advice 
ihe selfish railway officers of Jamalpore. Sir Steuart Bayley has now 
S%8ome idea of the sort of stuff these Anglo-Indians are made of. 
The same paper relates a few cases of recruitment of coolies by 
Recruitment of eoolies, cooly recruiters by deceitful means, and 
— observes as follows :— We ask, will not this 
and ih on be put a stop to? Does Government disbelieve these stories, 
nh iy make light of them, or does it consider it @ sin to listen to 
“ee thie lest its own countrymen would in any way be in ured? Is 
or et benes: of coolie recruitment and coolie employment a kind of slavery, 
8 that is more cruel than slavery ? Wnen slavery was in vogue, the 
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people who were made slaves knew that they were sold in slavery ; but in this 
new system of slavery, the parties concerned are made slaves withont thei 
knowledge. Is not that a fearful practice under which brothers are tum 
from brothers, husbands from wives, and children from their mother: 
Could there be worse roguery and-dacoity than this? And is it acting in 
accordance with the law and religion to cut the throats of thousands 
men and women under the shelter of a piece of legislation? Rngliy, 
rulers of India, if you take Bengalis and the people of India in general f, 
buman beings, if you believe that there are among them such things q 
brotherly affection, connubial love, parental affection and filial reverence 
then try to put down this terrible oppression. English merchants, if it } 
written in your Bible that all men and women are as brothers and sig 
and if you believe in that book of books of yours, do not shut your evey 
to so much misery which you in your greed for gold are inflicting upg 
human beings. Por it is impossible that much time can pass in this way 
Heaven’s justice has overtaken and overwhelmed many powerful nations 
like you. Stop in your mad career, for you are sure to be brought to, 
reckoning for this. Try to remove every tyace of this demoniacal custo: 
from this country. Your seductive arts have confounded, astonished an 
bewildered every Indian.” 
97. A correspondent of the Dasnik and Samachar Chandrika, of th 

A hydrant stand at Pinkhabarinear ~4th August, complains that the hydrant fo 
Darjeeling and the outstills at that the supply of water to the residents of th 
— Pankhabari bazar is out of order. This ha 
caused very great inconvenience to the people of that place. The resident 
have applied to: the Joint-Magistrate of Kurseong to repair the bydrant, bu 
they have received no reply. The Government which derives a revenue 
Rs. 2,500 from the bazar ought certainly to look to the comfort and con 
nience of the residents. The local outstills are also a great nuisance. Lo 
class people and hillmen get drank, make disorderly rows, and acsaul 
people indiscriminately. The police do nothing to check them. The aub 
= are requested to remove the outstills to a place at some distance {ro 
the Dazar. 
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